PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE
210 Welcome Ave. Norwood, PA 19074

3 February 2002

Scott Killam
250 Old Tioga Tpk.
Shickshinny, PA 18655

Dear Scott,

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Red-necked Phalarope on 20 March 1996.
After careful review, the Committee regrets that it has voted not to accept this record.

Members' opinions were divided, and the record went two rounds of balloting (which is
partly the reason why the result was delayed). Ultimately the vote was four in favor of
acceptance and three not in favor. The Committee's bylaws require a minimum vote of 6-1 for
accepting a record.

Those who voted not to accept it had several concerns. One member said the description
left him unable to get a clear picture of exactly what was seen.

In two other members’ view, the bill -- through no fault of yours -- could not be
described in sufficient detail to separate it adequately from with a Red Phalarope's bill, which
is also "longish and tapered" but slightly thicker.

Members were concerned as well about the description of the back as "charcoal, almost
black.” Both Red and Red-necked should have pale (Red) to medium (Red-necked) gray backs
in basic plumage, not blackish. In addition, though it would be slightly early for pre-alternate
molt, not only a Red-necked but also a Red could begin to show the blackish back with pale
streakings left from basic plumage.

We emphasize that non-acceptance does not mean the bird was not a Red-necked
Phalarope, but rather that the Committee believes the description is not sufficient to separate the
bird conclusively from a Red.

We hope this does not discourage you from submitting documentations on future rarities.

Sincerel%L

For the Committee:
Paul Hess, Chairman

Record No. 330-01-1996
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October 23, 1997

Nick Pulcinella
P.O.R.C.

2469 Hammertown Road
Narvon, PA 17555

Dear Nick,

I have received your report of the P.0O.R.C. review of my
Phalarope incident of March 1996. (Record # 330-01-1996)
I am somewhat concerned that perhaps my description of the
event may in part have been misinterpreted. I will attempt to
clarify.

Weather conditions - "gale force winds and heavy rain"-
were present the previous day and night but not on the morning
of the sighting: only a very light rain and no wind. Overcast
sky but no fog or haze made for respectable but not ideal viewing
conditions. The distance of the bird along with the aged viewing
equipment were the chief limitations at the beginning.

The "peep-like bill" description was intended to indicate a
bill unlike that of a small gull or a plover and more like that
of a peep: longish and tapered. I agree that a number of field
guides, particularly those illustrated with artists renditions,
show Red-necked Phalarope with an almost needle-like bill,
similar to but shorter than Wilsons Phalarope. When actual
photographs are chosen, however, the Red-necked bill can vary
from peep-like to needle-like. For example Stokes shows a
breeding bird with peep-like bill but a winter bird with a
needle-like bill. The Audubon Field Guide examples reverse

the breeding and winter bird characteristics. The Audubon
Encyclopedia of N.A. Birds illustrates sort of intermediate
shaped breeding bird bills while the winter bird is peep-like.

The back markings, seen clearly from above and at close
range, were more diagnostic as to this birds identity. As I
reported the back was dark, almost black, not gray, More
significant was the definitive white vee markings,

Finally, the Audubon Society Encyclopedia of N.A. Birds
describes migration of Red-necked Phalarope from late March
into May.

I dont know if there is a court of appeals or a review of
decision process in P.0.R.C. proceedings but if so, based on
the above additional information, I humbly request such treatment
for my sighting.
Sincerely,

S att Tl

y %) Mr. H. Scott Killam




Record No.: 330-01-1996

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round Two

Species: Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus)

Date of Sighting: 20 March 1996 to 20 March 1996
Location: JONESTOWN

County: COLUMBIA

Observer(s): Scott Killam

Date of Submission: Original 1996. Resubmission 1998
Submitted by: Scott Killam

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
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